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BLUEPRINT FOR RESEARCH

GENEALOGY AND
HISTORIC
PRESERVATION

BUILDING FROM THE
GROUND UP
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» Vegetation

 Land ownership

 Land patents

» Register of Deeds

 Property inventory

cards

e Subdivision Control
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BUILDING COMMUNITY

» County History

* Michigan Gazetteer
» Newspapers

» Paper trail and People
Trail




BE A HOUSE DETECTIVE

Beauty or Bungaloid?
Talk to neighbors

Look where the sun doesn’t
shine (Attic, garage, basement)

Be observant during
remodeling

Don’t be shy--telephone
sometimes works better than
the web




TEXTUAL CLUES

* Build date - A good place to start

o Assessor

» Register of Deeds

» City Directories




BUSINESS ADVERTISEMENT




BUSINESS LISTINGS




STREET LISTING




INDIVIDUAL LISTING




MORE TEXTUAL CLUES

» Building/Code

Compliance

Dept.
e Tax records

» City Council
Minutes

» Kit Home catalog




MILLWORK CATALOGS &
SPECIALTY MAGAZINES




VISUAL CLUES

e Insurance Records

» Photographs as research
document

» Birds eye views

e Built in America

» Making of Ann Arbor




LocAL HISTORY:
REAL ESTATE RECORDS




REAL ESTATE




REAL ESTATE RECORDS




THE PRESENT SOON
BECOMES THE PAST

* Document what you are
doing now!

* Start a house history file

* Merge 1t with your own
genealogy




THANK YOU

MARK HARVEY
ARCHIVES OF MICHIGAN




